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to surmount the obstacle that as sovereign of Ost-
Preussen he was the natural enemy of the Russian
designs upon Poland. But Austria, on the other
hand, besides being interested in Poland, was the
natural enemy of the Russian designs upon the
Turk. Frederick might reasonably hope that by
humouring Russia to the extreme limit which the in-
terests of his State permitted, he might establish
a good understanding with her to the prejudice of
the more formidable empire in the south.

Catherine, whose throne was far from secure,
seemed at first resolved to shun a new connexion
with the ally of her murdered husband. Early in
October, 1763, however, her neighbour, Augustus,
died, and the stress of the election to the throne of
Poland compelled her to seek the aid of some foreign
Power. France, Austria, and finally the Russian
faction in Poland all disappointed her, and she feared
a hostile combination between Prussia and the Turk.
On April n, 1764, therefore, Frederick's desire was
gratified. He bound himself to aid Catherine in
upholding the existing constitutional anarchy in Po-
land and in Sweden, and received in return the
coveted Russian guarantee for Silesia. Then, by
means of force and corruption, Stanislaus Ponia-
towski was installed as King of Poland (September
7, 1764). " God said, let it be light, and it was
light/1 was Frederick's congratulation to Catherine.
"You speak and the world is silent before you."

In accommodating himself without undue humility
to the flighty humours of his imperious ally, and in
appropriating for Prussia most of the benefits of